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With a palpable sense of breathless urgency, an announcement headed “Your Letters
Journal” appeared in the June 1985 issue of Europhysics News [1] to herald the birth of
Europhysics Letters — a journal that belongs to the international community of physics
researchers. Forty years on, we at EPL (as it is now called) thought it appropriate to
pause and reflect on the unique qualities that deliver on this initial promise.

Independent, not-for-profit

With the rise of the internet and a multi-
plicity of new channels for disseminating
scientific research, scientists are increas-
ingly debating the question of who owns
and controls these outputs. Already in 1985
the European Physical Society (EPS) had
an answer to this question, made concrete
through the ownership and governance
structure of its fledgling journal.

“The coownership governance
model of EPL (Europhysics Letters) -
originally created by and today
shared by multiple European physi-
cal societies - offers a strong advan-
tage in serving the physics research
community by aligning the journal'’s
strategic direction with the collec-
tive interests of the discipline. This
structure ensures editorial inde-
pendence, scientific breadth and
community trust, as the journal’s
strategy is shaped by a diverse set
of learned societies representing
different subfields, geographies and
research cultures. It also reinforces
EPL's mission to prioritise scientific
quality and rapid dissemination,
while enabling reinvestment of sur-
pluses back into the community
through society activities.”

- EPLA Board of Directors

Although the details have changed over
the years, a single common thread runs
throughout: partnership. At present, the
journal is directed by the not-for-profit
EPL Association, with the European, Italian
and French Physical Societies and the UK’s

Institute of Physics as the major partners. A
further thirteen national physical societies
are also represented on the EPLA Board
of Directors.

The European dimension

The integrity of the scientific record has also
come under intense scrutiny over the past
four decades. At EPL, this integrity is assured
by sitting under the scientific direction of
the EPS, responsible for the appointment of
the Editor-in-Chief and the editorial board
members who handle manuscripts. It is this
collective effort that the Euro- prefix in the
journal’s original name was intended to sig-
nify. The journal has always served the entire
international physics community, and today
over half of the published Letters originate
from China, India or the United States. In
rebranding as EPL in 2007, the journal fur-
ther affirmed its position as a globally trusted
venue for high-quality research.

By scientists, for scientists

EPL publishes letters across all topics
in physics, and right from inception the
journal has taken the view, articulated in
the aphorism attributed to George Marx,
that physics is what physicists do. Vital in
keeping this spirit alive is an editorial board
that is drawn from the same body as the
journal’s authors and readers: practising
research physicists. At EPL, members of
the editorial board are called Co-Editors,
this unusual term reflecting the partner-
ship they form in asserting the scope of
the journal and maintaining high scientific
standards through rigorous peer review. We
are furthermore guided by our experiences
as authors and reviewers, acting with the
professionalism and integrity we expect of
editors when performing those other roles.

We refresh the editorial board annually,
and with an upper limit on any Co-Editor’s
maximum term, the journal continually
moves the times and remains relevant. Three
Deputy Editors assist the Editor-in-Chief in
strategic matters and in commissioning the
journals unique series of Perspectives, these
being brief, accessible points of view on re-
search at the frontiers of physics.

“What makes EPL special is that it is
run by scientists and supported by
an Editorial Office who know and un-
derstand our community with all its
quirks! These staff are astoundingly
efficient and possess an encyclopae-
dic memory of relevant interactions
in EPL history; their advice is always
timely (and good-humoured!) and
theirrole indispensable even, or per-
haps especially, in the age of artifi-
cial intelligence.” - Rosemary Harris,
Deputy Editor

“I would highlight the Perspectives
series: the fact that these are com-
missioned from a curated list of re-
searchers and that invited authors
are given genuine leeway to offer a
personal point of view rather than
a conventional review.” — Pablo
Cornaglia, Deputy Editor

“EPL has a team of Co-Editors that
is outstanding in its number, variety
and quality; this allows EPL to com-
petently cover virtually all areas of
physics and ensure a fair and effi-
cient refereeing process.”

— Dario Benedetti, Deputy Editor
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The personal touch

With an editorial board spread across
the globe, operating in different time-
zones and around their other scientific
activities, much precise coordination is
required. Following submission, a paper’s
journey begins at the EPS Editorial Office
in Mulhouse, France, and after careful
checking is presented to a qualified Co-
Editor for consideration. The Editorial
Office staff keep editors, reviewers and

“For me, EPL has always stood for a
particularly productive combination
of qualities — high standards, intellec-
tual openness, and opportunity. It is
an ideal home for innovative physics:
work that is technically strong, fresh
in its perspective, ambitious in its im-
plications, and capable of stimulating
activity across established boundaries.
Serving as a Co-Editor of EPL places
one at the very heart of scientific de-
velopment, close to the questions,
methods, and emerging results that
matter most. Itis like having one of the
finest seats in the theatre of science,
seeing important discoveries before
they formally enter the literature.”

- Matjaz Perc, Co-Editor 2015-22

“I like that EPL really goes for great
novel physics and creative ideas rather
than looking at potential citation rates
of an article after acceptance. Being a
Co-Editors gives bright young people
achance, at the same time supported
by very established senior scientists.”
- Christian Beck, Co-Editor 2015-21

“The motivation, in part, for the crea-
tion of EPL was as a European counter-
partto PRL.Itstill served that function
when | was a Co-Editor: PRL was still
seen as the place where large collabo-
rations, particularly in particle physics
and astronomy, published their re-
sults,and EPL seemed moreattunedto
those of us notworking in these areas
and carrying out theoretical work. This
was especially true in my area of sta-
tistical mechanics.”

- Alan McKane, Co-Editor 2011-14
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89 % of survey respondents rated EPL better or

much better than other physics journals

authors informed throughout the re-
view process. Accepted papers pass to the
SIF Production Team in Bologna, Italy,
for copy editing and typesetting before
being published by IOP Publishing in
Bristol, UK.

It is crucial that we hide the complex-
ity of this process from authors as much
as possible. To see if we succeed, we have
started gathering feedback from authors of
accepted manuscripts [2]. Figure 1 shows
that this is overwhelmingly the case: 89%
of respondents find EPLs editorial process
superior to that of other physics journals.
This appreciation is echoed by the authors

AFIG.1: Infographicarising from the
author feedback survey.

“With its dedicated Editorial Office, EPL
offersa premiumservicetoauthorsand
reviewers. Supported by highly active
Co-Editors and an engaged leadership
team, we provide a personalised pub-
lishing partnership. Join the EPL family
to experienceit!”

— Frédéric Burr, EPL Staff Editor

v FIG. 2: An EPL article featured in Physics World.
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“The partnership with Physics World was a
valuable opportunity to have my research
highlighted, and as a result my research
article received alot more attention, espe-
cially from a more general audience, than
it would have otherwise. | was told there
were over 2400 page views after 5 days of
going live and | imagine that number has
grown since then.”

- Edward Wilson Ewing, EPL Contributor
and current Co-Editor

“It was exciting to see a scientific paper
become podcast. It was our first such ex-
perience, and it was a success. The pleas-
ant informal chat we had with Margaret
Harris was magically turned into a piece
that was listened to by thousands... It
amplified the reach of our work and
reinforced our intention to stimulate
curiosity in ecological applications of
statistical physics.”

- Silvia De Monte and Ada Altieri,
EPL Contributors

“We had a very fruitful interaction with sci-
ence journalist Margaret Harris at Physics
World about our research on airborne
wind energy which was instrumental in
highlighting broader implications.”

— Antonio Celani, EPL Contributor

“Describing my work on epidemics and
pandemics was a really nice opportunity

we have reconnected with during our an-
niversary year as we revisit highlights from
the decade 2010-19 [3], this bringing us
up to speed with developments since our
25" anniversary retrospective [4].

A LerTers JournaL ExpLoRiNG
THE FRONTIERS OF PHYSICS

to communicate to a broader physics au-
dience.lthinkitis a greatideato dothese
pieces that is another level of science
dissemination, somewhere between a
paper for technical specialists and lay
publiccommunication, which necessar-

ily is somewhat‘dumbed-down”
- Bhavin Khatri, EPL Contributor

“l had an extremely positive experi-
ence with EPL and Physics World. We
discussed our invited Perspective on
animate droplets on a Physics World
podcast. This collaboration was very
professional and was an effective and
fun way to amplify our scientific ideas
and their reach beyond the traditional
journal format.”

- Giorgio Volpe, EPL Contributor

“I've been impressed by the enthusiasm
of the EPL authors I've worked with as
part of the EPL/Physics World sponsored
content programme. They're truly ex-
cited not only about the science they're
doing, but about the prospect of com-
municating that science with people
in the wider physics community. At a
time when scientific research is under
increased pressure from many direc-
tions, this is particularly important and
refreshing to see.”

- Margaret Harris, Online Editor,
Physics World

Reaching a wider audience

As part of our service to the community,
EPL is now bringing our authors’ research
to audiences beyond our immediate reader-
ship. After careful deliberation we selected
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Physics World (coincidentally also pub-
lished by IOP Publishing) as our partner
to showcase treasured highlights [5]. Here
we don't merely communicate cutting-edge
science in a more accessible way. We also go
behind the scenes to glimpse into human
aspects of research that are often over-
looked: where the inspiration came from,
what was involved in doing the work and
where the field is going.

To the next forty years

In drawing together this reflection of EPLs spe-
cial place among physics journals, one thing
hasbecome abundantly clear. The journal suc-
ceeds not just because of the high quality of the
published research, but because of the support
and commitment to our values from the com-
munity that sits behind it. You might be aware
from recent announcements that anew chapter
in EPLs history is about to open, with produc-
tion and publication of accepted manuscripts
being taken over by OUP. Our experience in
working in partnership with organisations that
share our values promises a smooth transition
for all of us involved with EPL.
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v FIG. 3: A selection of EPL covers from 2010 to
2019, illustrating a decade of scientific diversity.

Epns7/3 EH


https://iopscience.iop.org/journal/0295-5075/page/40-anniversary-highlights 
https://iopscience.iop.org/journal/0295-5075/page/40-anniversary-highlights 



