
editorial

European oras The Academia Europaea is an 11-year old body 
that was set up to provide advice to govern

ments and universities, promote collaboration between researchers, promote the 
mobility of students, hand out prizes etc (here, at least, it is not unlike the Euro
pean Physical Society). Like a European university without a campus, its mem
bers assemble once a year and are united in support of the overall goal, which is 
to promote science in Europe.

One of the Academia’s publications is the journal European Review (Cam
bridge University Press). The May issue this year carried an article (Organizing 
Science in Europe) describing the growth of other transnational organizations in 
Europe. The European Science Foundation, for instance, founded in 1974. There 
is also Eurohorcs, established in 1993 and made up of the presidents of the lead
ing research councils in Europe. And also Euroscience, the Confederation of Eu
ropean Rectors’ Conferences, and twenty or so others.

The article points out the following: the involvement of the European Union 
in scientific research has been significant since the early 1980s, and has grown 
stronger with every half decade. With this, the desire to influence EU science pol
icy has grown, too. In 1996 the EU spent 2.6 billion euros on research which was 
less than five percent of the total amount spent by the governments of the EU’s 
member states. However, this small fraction currently funds “an almost compre
hensive network of R&D programmes [in] universities, research organizations 
and companies”. Eurohorcs was established in 1993 to do what the ESF (accord
ing to the article) had been unable to do til then: influence this spending. The 
plethora of other European organizations has resulted from the same desire.

Each European org has a different membership, and modus operandus. For ex
ample, the ESF is a research funder and conference organizer, Euroscience is a 
lobby group aiming to influence MEPS. But among other things, these organiza
tions are competing for the same prize: to become the voice of European science. 
They all want to be the first org the European Commission turns to for advice.

For those of us who like choice, the growth of different European organiza
tions is comforting. But being involved in European research now means asking 
ourselves which of the different organizations we want to be our voice at this lev
el. Should we take a vote?—Editor

Selling Science The stakes have been raised considerably re
cently in the game of proposal writing for 

European Union funding. The European Commission has done well in produc
ing clearer instructions, but the procedure has become more elaborate. Every 
possible benefit to society must now be identified. Every goal, milestone and de
liverable is to be specified in full. As deadlines approach, anguished cries can be 
heard in physics departments everywhere.

Once the tidal waves of paper hit Brussels, they cause further headaches. Who 
could possibly read all this stuff? It is the job of the reviewers. It has become nec
essary to invite some review panels to Brussels for as much as five days to cope.

What does all this word-processing achieve? It provides insurance against po
litical criticism, since written statements are readily available to underpin all de
cisions with suitable phrases of self-justification. It also creates a basis for the 
evaluation of project results later on. Such reasons will hardly impress the poor 
scientist proposer, painfully assembling a proposition that is unlikely to succeed 
anyway. And it is very difficult to explain all this to an industrial collaborator.

Increasingly, recourse is made to the hiring of specialist consultants to write 
proposals. What will the effects of this trend be? Will it reinforce the advantage 
of the large institutions (who can afford copywriters) or help the smaller ones to 
cover their deficiencies? Will it import into science the ethics and rhetoric of the 
businessman’s sales pitch, which could distort the standard for an acceptable un
truth? Is it an inevitable consequence of increasing specialization?

Perhaps salvation from stress lies in recognizing our individual limitations 
and leaving it to others to assemble the teams, write the proposals, manage the 
projects, and construct the reports. Answers, or remedies, on a postcard please. 
That is, if you can find the time.—Denis Weaire, Vice-President of EPS
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The cover shows the  
Borexino neu tr ino  
d e tec to r  (Gran Sasso 
in Italy) in its current  
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shell built, It awaits  
photomultipl iers  and 
2400 to n n e s  of water  
see page 124

European Physical Society
President Sir Arnold Wolfendale Durham

Executive Committee
Vice-President Denis Weaire Dublin, 
Secretary Christophe Rossel Zurich, Vice- 
Secretary Denis Jérome Paris, Treasurer 
Peter Reineker Ulm, Vice Treasurer Ana- 
Maria Eiro Lisbon, Giorgio Benedek Milan, 
Tim Hickson worcester, Rudolf Klein 
Konstanz, Per-Anker Lindgård Roskilde, 
Ryszard Sosnowski Warsaw

Europhysics News
Editorial Advisory Board
Chairman George Morrison Birmingham, 
Alexis Baratoff Basel, Sergio Ciliberto Lyon, 
Jean-Patrick Connerade London, Hendrik 
Ferdinande Ghent, Dietrich Haarer Bayreuth, 
Ksenofont Ilakovac Zagreb, Marie-Claude 
Lemaire Saclay, Alexander G. Petrov Sofia, 
Rainer Poerschke Springer-Verlag, Juerg 
Dieter Schacher Bern, Claude Sébenne 
Paris, Marshall Stoneham London

National Correspondents
Michael Bushev Bulgaria, Antonio Dulcic 
Croatia, Preben Alstrom Denmark, Piret 
Kuusk Estonia, Matt i Manninen Finland, 
Claude Sébenne France, Vidar 
Gudmundsson Iceland, Piet Mulders 
Netherlands, Jan Petter Hansen Norway, 
Tomasz Dietl Poland, Andrey Bychkov 
Russia, Vsevolod Gantmakher Russia, 
Svetlana Koretskaya Russia, Antonio 
Dobado Spain, Bruce Patterson Switzerland

EPS Secretariat
Secretary General
David Lee d.lee@univ-mulhouse.fr 
EPS Conferences, Divisions etc
Christine Bastian eps.conf@univ-mulhouse.fr 
Accountant Pascaline Padovani 
Student Liaison Stefan Stanescu 
Address EPS, 34 rue Marc Seguin,
BP 2136, F-68060 Mulhouse Cedex, France 
phone +33 389 32 94 40 
fax +33 389 32 94 49 
Website epswww.epfl.ch

contents

europhysics news
Volume 30 · Number 4 

July/August 1999

features
100 reports

Austron

101 meetings
Unlocking Human Vision 
Are you going to: EPS 11?

103 EPS directory

122 notes
Euromail: Sweden

also
111 news from EPS
112 noticeboard

117 The Elusive Neutrino
John Updike's famous poem of the 
1960s begins: Neutrinos: they are 
very small. They have no charge ; 
they have no mass; they do not 
interact at all. They may have mass, 
we are waiting for confirmation of 
neutrino oscillation to be certain. 
Neutrino experimenter Klaus 
Winter explains

europhysics news july/ august 1999 99

mailto:d.lee@univ-mulhouse.fr
mailto:eps.conf@univ-mulhouse.fr
http://www.epfl.ch

