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Troubles in the Rubble Petar Grujic’s report on 
page 4 makes it clear what

is happening to Yugoslav universities: last year while Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic was allowing his troops to storm through Kosovo, he and his far-right coali
tion partner Vojislav Seselj were also launching an attack on academia. A new law has 
stripped universities of their right to govern themselves. The victims are “opposition 
minded” academics— those opposed to the regime. As is happening to the Yugoslav 
press, it’s a crack-down on freedom of expression (officially, a crack-down on “lies”). 
Science in Serbia, hit by sanctions, has not looked healthy for some years now. The 
present situation may finally choke it to death. Only time will tell.

Clockwise from right Les 
Curies France, Gauss Germany, 
Volta and Marconi both Italy

 There are many different heights to
G o o d b y  t o  a l l  t h a t  which a physicist can aim: a labora
tory prize, a respectable citation index, being recognized as an authority, head of a 
large facility, or even a society. Higher up the scale is the Nobel, for those with truly 
striking and powerful insight. But no achievement quite measures up to that of ap
pearing on a banknote. It is an accolade reserved for “demi-gods”, and is so high up 
the scale that it can’t be achieved in a lifetime (correct us if we are wrong). These are 
the thinkers that have achieved the status of cultural currency, in other words they are 
well-known ambassadors of both physics (or astronomy etc) and their country. They 
can be answers to quiz questions, the subjects of many different biographies, road 
names even, and their portraits will appear in school text books.

The portraits that appear on the banknotes above are, as far as we can tell, those 
that will be replaced when euro notes are issued three years from now. They are to be 
replaced by seven euro notes which display only symbolic drawings. The bridge on 
the five euro note, for instance, is symbolic of Europe’s architecture and single cur
rency but is not, according to euro officials, a specific monument (although its resem
blance to a particular bridge in France is notable).

These new banknotes will be the same across the land of the euro. One side of each 
new euro coin, in contrast, will be decorated according to the wishes of individual 
countries. So Schrödinger, who until April of this year appeared on an Austrian ban
knote, could one day reappear on one side of a euro coin. But if so, it would be at the 
cost of heads of state and the rest of Austria’s heritage.

It is a small shame, but a shame nonetheless, that while in one great stride 11 Euro
pean countries are more strongly linked and possibly more competitive, Europe’s cul
tural and intellectual heritage is displayed on its currency in a weaker fashion. A 
physicist appears on a banknote when a country acknowledges their contribution to 
society. And this perhaps is something that does not happen enough.

The aim of Europhysics News is not to make money but to inform. It is, as s ta ted above right, a m ag 
azine of the  community.This m eans tha t  it benefits from all contributions made. Please don’t forget 
to send us an email this year. If you know that  a physicist has appeared  on a banknote, for example, 
let us know who and we will compile a list. Or just email us your though ts  on our magazine: ened i-  
to r@ u n iv-m u lh o u se .fr
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The cover image
is a ten-times 
magnification of a 
metal foam 
see p age  17

European Physical Society
President Denis Weaire Dublin

Executive Committee
President Elect Sir Arnold Wolfendale 
Durham, Secretary  Jean-Philippe 
Ansermet Lausanne, Vice Secretary  Denis 
Jérome Paris, Treasurer lo h n  Lewis 
Malvern, Vice Treasurer Ana-Maria Eiro 
Lisbon, Giorgio Benedek Milan, Pieter J. 
Brussard Bilthoven, Rudolf Klein Konstanz, 
Per-Anker Lindgârd Roskilde, Ryszazrd 
Sosnowski Warsaw

Europhysics News
Editorial Advisory Board
Chairman George Morrison Birmingham, 
Alexis Baratoff Basel, Sergio Ciliberto 
Lyon, Jean-Patrick Connerade London, 
Hendrik Ferdinande Ghent, Dietrich 
Haarer Bayreuth, Ksenofont llakovac 
Zagreb, Marie-Claude Lemaire Saclay, 
Alexander G. Petrov Sofia, Rainer 
Poerschke Springer-Verlag, Juerg Dieter 
Schacher Bern, Claude Sébenne Paris, 
Marshall Stoneham London

National Correspondents
Michael Bushev Bulgaria, Antonio Dulcic 
Croatia, Preben Alstrom Denmark, Piret 
Kuusk Estonia, Matti Manninen Finland, 
Claude Sébenne France, Vidar 
Gudmundsson Iceland, Piet Mulders 
Netherlands, Jan  Petter Hansen Norway, 
Tomasz Dietl Poland, Andrey Bychkov 
Russia, Vsevolod Gantmakher Russia, 
Svetlana Koretskaya Russia, Antonio 
Dobado Spain, Bruce Patterson 
Switzerland

EPS Secretariat
Secretary General
David Lee d.lee@univ-mulhouse.fr 
EPS Conferences
Christine Bastian epsxonf@univ-mulhouse.fr 
Accountant Pascaline Padovani 
Address EPS, 34 rue Marc Seguin,
BP 2136, F-68060 Mulhouse Cedex, 
France phone +33 389 32 94 40 
fax +33 389 32 94 49 
Website epswww.epfl.ch

Contents

europhysics news
Volume 30 • Number 1 
January/February 1999

4 local notes
Yugoslavia

6 education
Norway

also
11 news from EPS

features
15 1998 Nobel Prizes

Quantum scientists working in 
the US win Nobels for physics 
and chemistry

17 Metal Foams: The Recipe
An intriguing new material for 
the new millennium

22 Evolution — a Struggle for
Records
The statistics of the fossil record

update
News from Europhysics Letters
On 9th November the editorial office of 
Europhysics Letters in Geneva received its 
10 oooth manuscript since the beginning 
of the successful journal (first publication 
was ist January 1986). All you need to 
know about the submission of papers and 
subscription rates can be found at 
www.epletters.ch.

News from EuroPhysNet
i . a m / p h y s n e t  —  p u t  a b o o k m a r k  t o  t h i s  
Recent activities: the ability to search all 
overseas physics departments, (including 
US, Canada, Australia and Japan, has been 
added. The search depth is only the top 
page, but will be more once oversease 
partners join the network 
EuroPhysNet is the physicist's search engine
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