1993 EPS COUNCIL

Moving Ahead Together
Council this year in Nice on 26-17 March,
at the turn-of-the-century Atlantic Hotel under
clear Mediterranean skies, was hosted by the
French Physical Society (FPS). There was
record attendance, and Mrs. Sébenne and
the French society’s local section chairman
ensured an extremely smoothly running oc
casion. D. Kaplan, the FPS President, gree
ted Delegates before, Maurice Jacob, the
outgoing EPS President, stressed in his wel
come the changes that were taking place
within the physics community. His aim had
been to deal with them by direct contact with
all the Society’s components and collabora
tors. Helping east and central Europe remai
ned a priority, and he acknowledged the
great effort the region’s members had made
in meeting their obligations to EPS. He was
pleased to announce that there had been
some recent headway with the Journals for
Russia scheme as the CODEST evaluation
committee of the Commission of the Euro
pean Communities (CEC) had recommended
a substantial programme for one year, to be
carried out via an Association to help science
in the former Soviet Union. The EC Council
of Ministers will decide in early-June.
The President stressed the drive to boost
help for education to combat the worrying
trend for fewer and fewer students to take up
physics. He emphasized the versatility of
physics which naturally implies that physi
cists work in many fields, especially the youn
ger generation in areas such as biophysics
with its important funding opportunities. EPS
must develop contacts with these commu
nities, a point endorsed by T. Henricksen,
(President, Norwegian Physical Society), a
biophysicist.
The founders of EPS had hoped the So
ciety would act as a forum for discussing and
analysing future facilities and fields of re
search independently of national hierarchies.
The President had requested ideas from the
Divisions and Groups for presentation to the
CEC, which welcomed proposals for pros
pective studies for it recognized in EPS a nat
ural partner. One or two concrete proposals
had already been submitted but more are
needed. Proposals for library aid to east and
central Europe and for a data exchange net
work have been submitted directly to specific
EC programmes by the East-West Coordina
tion Committee.
A. Taroni highlighted in his report as Se
cretary the return of G. Thomas, the Exe
cutive-Secretary to Geneva, who was con
gratulated for excellent work in expanding the
Budapest operation. Duties at the Geneva
secretariat had been reorganized on C.
Bouldin’s departure, with E. Thomas taking
over as the Staff Editor of Europhysics Let
ters. He recommended membership for 150
new IOM’s, 7 new Associate Members, and
3 new Member Societies.
Finances Stable
Ph. Choquard, the outgoing Treasurer,
made a thorough assessment of EPS fi
nances since he took office in 1990 before
glimpsing into the future. Audited figures for
1990 and 1991 will soon be available: they

match reported balance sheets. This is also
likely to be the case for the provisional fi
gures for 1992 summarized in EN 24 (1993)
16. It has taken a great deal of hard work to
ensure that the accumulated deficit will
essentially be eliminated by the end of 1993,
while at the same time developing specific
activities and Europhysics News.
The budget for 1993 involves a cautious
appraisal of income and a trimming of expen
ditures all around. Audited Divisional and
Interdivisional Group balances totalled 136
kSFR at the end of 1991. Aramping of contri
butions over several years had been intro-

duced for Member Societies, especially new
ones, having difficulty in paying fees. The
Executive will review, by 1995, non-paying
societies and maybe ask some to become
observers. The President commented that
while the Society was not a funding organ
ization it appreciated the need for seed
money to initiate new activities. This item
had therefore been increased in the 1993
budget.
In discussing the proposal to increase the
unit fee in 1994, the Treasurer noted that
maintaining the present SFR 13.50 and sim
ply increasing expenses and income in line
with inflation would mean a 50 kSFR deficit in
1994. The increase had thus to be consi
dered by Council and not postponed until
after a possible restructuring. The proposal
was to increase the fee by SFR 1.50, where
SFR 1.00 is for inflation over the two-year

Education Group
Launched
The creation of an EPS Interdivisional
Group on Physics Education was endorsed
unanimously by the 1993 EPS Council in
Nice last month. C.M. Ferreira, GeneralSecretary of the Portuguese Physical Society
and a member of the EPS Executive Commit
tee, remarked in presenting the proposal that
the new Group would provide essential sup
port for the many teachers who belong to
EPS member societies.
Under the theme “today's students be
come tomorrow’s presidents”, a Forum on
Education led by G. Tibell (Uppsala) and G.
Marx (Budapest) will cover pre-university
teaching. Its activities include the selection of
the winner of the Amaldi Prize for Physics
textbooks [see EA/24 (1993) 46] and the or
ganization of specialised meetings to shape
the future of physics education in schools.
These will be coordinated with the vigorous
international programme of major confe
rences on physics teaching and with activi
ties run by several organizations (UNESCO,
GIREP, IUPAP, AAAS) that include projects
to determine education needs (Project 2061
in the US and UNESCO’s Project 2000+).
A University Teaching Section will
absorb the activities of the former EPS Edu
cation Committee, notably surveys and eva
luations of curricula; it also takes care of the
Editorial Board of the European Journal of
Physics. A new initiative is a meeting of the
physics network coordinators in the Euro
pean Community’s ERASMUS programme
just before the EPS-9 General Conference in
Florence this September (for further informa
tion, contact G. Tibell —see below).
The European Mobility Scheme for Phy
sics Students (EMSPS) with over 120 par
ticipating institutions forms the third leg. E.
Heer, Chairman of the EPS Mobility Commit
tee, reported that the scheme is in the final
stages of implementation ready for the first
exchange of students this autumn. The data
base is being filled and student files must be
sent to host coordinators by 21 April. G.
Tibell said Sweden will fund special mobility
grants for students moving from east and
central Europe. Applications have been
made to the EC's ERASMUS and TEMPUS
programme for similar grants.

G. Tibell, President, Swedish Physical Society
(on the left) and C.M. Ferreira, President,
Portuguese Physical Society.
Delegates welcomed the new Group as it
would: enhance the status of teachers by
improving evaluation procedures and em
ployment conditions; provide criteria for
teachers (so that governments could not
“play tricks”) and for professional qualifica
tions; develop curricula in the light of indus
try’s need; interact with education divisions in
member societies. Others urged the Group to
examine issues such as student evaluation
and the problem that physics was increa
singly being taught in schools by people with
out formal qualifications in physics. The EPS
President urged the development of innova
tive activities such as having teachers visit
major research centres. CERN had arranged
this with great success for groups from Italy,
and from Portugal as part of a national pro
gramme of extended training.
For further information:
- Interdivisional Group on Physics Educa
tion: C.M. Ferreira, Centro de Electrodinami
ca, Univ. Técnica de Lisboa, P-1096 Lisbon
Codex. Tel.: +351 (1) 352 43 07; fax: +351
(1) 352 43 72; d845 @alfa.ist.utl.pt
- Forum on Education:
G. Marx, Institute of Atomic Physics, Eötvös
Univ., Puskin u. 5-7, H-1088 Budapest. Tel.:
+36 (1) 266 79 02; fax: +36 (1) 266 02 06.
G. Tibell, Dept, of Radiation Sciences,
Uppsala Univ, POB 535, S-751 21 Uppsala.
Tel.: +46 (18) 18 38 49; fax: +46 (18) 18 38
33; gtibell @tsl.uu.se
- European Mobility Scheme for Physics
Students: E. Heer, Dépt. de physique nu
cléaire et corpusculaire, Univ. de Genève,
24, quai Ernest-Ansermet, CH-1211 Geneva
4. Tel.: +41 (22) 702 65 72; fax: +41 (22) 781
21 92; heer @sc2a.unige.ch
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period since the last increase; the remaining
SFR 0.50 would allowan extra 14 kSFR to be
set aside for special activities. Several dele
gates supported the full increase saying that
EPS needs resources but the final vote,
taken after a discussion on restructuring (see
next column), was for SFR 1.00.
Professional Qualifications Scheme
Proposed
D.A. Jefferies, Chairman of the Working
Group on Professional Qualifications, pre
sented a draft report of a survey of qualifica
tions together with the group’s recommenda
tions. Generally speaking, academic circles
in western Europe had mixed feelings while
industry in east and central Europe was very
positive. Pressure was clearly mounting
within medical physics and radiation protec
tion for European recognition. Wide consulta
tion on a possible scheme was still taking
place, the emphasis being to seek support
from organizations representing industry and
employers. A meeting was also expected
shortly with the EC Directorate for social
affairs, responsible for harmonising employ
ment conditions, as the CEC has already
shown interest in an initiative from the phy
sics community itself.
Dr. Jefferies stressed that there was no
intention to enforce regulation and that the
scheme would be decentralised, with regio
nal committees acting through agents doing
most of the work; EPS would have overall
control and be responsible for ensuring stan
dards. These features would allow countries
wishing to go ahead to do so. Physics needs
such a tool (M. Jacob) and if EPS in its “flag
ship” position (C.A. Foxall, President, loP)
does not take the necessary steps someone
else will. P.M. Mandrillon (Accelerators
Group) who heads a medical ion therapy
facility In Nice confirmed the difficulties physi
cists working in medicine face. Even basic
inputs for planning such as appropriate sala
ries cannot be agreed without formally defi
ning a physicist. D. Kaplan said the results of
recent survey in France showed that physi
cists working in medicine were a special
case; discussion should be restricted accor
dingly. M. Balkanski (IOM Delegate) noted
that the CEC will be carrying out a survey of
what would be needed for a professional
qualification in materials science, so the
move to qualifications in science was picking
up steam. R.A. Ricci (President, Italian Phys
ical Society) stressed that the question was
more general and related to employment
opportunities for all physicists. The fact that
physicists In Italy do not have a legally recog
nized status limits opportunities. Fairly seri
ous problems will also develop as the EC

FULL MEMBER SOCIETIES

Mandate to Plan Phased Implementation
The Executive tabled at the 1993 EPS
Council a proposal to create a new member
ship category called Full Member Society
(FMS), open to Member Societies, whose
members would receive Europhysics News
and be eligible for activities on the same foot
ing as Individual Ordinary Members (IOM’s).
Each FMS would pay a scaled unit fee per
member (say a full unit for a reseach scientist
and a fraction of this for a student) and would
distribute News, bulk mailed to the society, to
its membership. The German Physical So
ciety (GPS) and the Institute of Physics (loP)
would increase their present contributions by
agreed amounts to offset disparities. Their
members would initially not receive News but
their societies would publish in their national
bulletins a “news section” from Europhysics
News edited by EPS.
At the Executive Meeting the day before
Council, the GPS agreed to a scaled unit fee
for all its members since it wished to be trea
ted like any other society. As the GPS would
not be receiving News in bulk, integrating the
German position implies modifying the propo
sal to mean that all members of a FMS would
simply qualify for receiving News.
The President opened the discussion on
the modified FMS proposal by proposing
three motions on: a) whether the FMS sche
me was a desirable objective in the spirit of
the 1992 Council; b) whether Council agreed
to provide a tool for restructuring by creating

the FMS category; and c) whether the Execu
tive could be mandated to go ahead and draw
up specific conditions for the timing and
implementation of the FMS category. Follow
ing a financial assessment, Member Societies
may be invited to submit, one week before
EPS-9 in Florence on 14 September, letters
of intent to join as FMS’s.
Norbert Kroo, the new EPS President, poin
ted out that the FMS proposal was for “a long
transition period with many boundary pro
blems”, and the best way to handle the situa
tion is to have the Executive sort out details.
Some societies urged caution but several
(Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Israel, Italy,
Norway, Sweden, The Netherlands, and
France) indicated that in spite of obvious diffi
culties they were ready to become FMS’s
from 1994 (France in 1995). All three motions
were overwhelmingly endorsed.
In order to work out the implications of
admitting FMS’s, the Executive Secretary is
asking Member Societies to indicate the num
bers of members of different types each has,
the percentage of the full fee the various
types pay to the society, and the number of
copies of Europhysics News each would dis
tribute. Under Article 18 of the Constitution,
implementation of the new category will even
tually require the formal announcement to all
members by Council of amendments to the
Constitution.

becomes more integrated. People are chang
ing jobs more frequently so it is important to
ensure “flexibility from a sound basis” (P.M.
Melville, Chairman, ACAAPI). Young scien
tists face tremendous economic pressures to
move into engineering (G.C. Morrison, IOM
Delegate) and the weak status of physicists
was one reason why students did not take up
physics; physics must be, and be seen to be,
relevant and having a professional qualifica
tion helps. A priority may also be to ensure
that the special courses developed for pro
fessional branches of physics (notably in the
UKand The Netherlands for medical physics)
become more widely available.
The possibility that EPS would be liable for
professional misconduct (H.R. Ott, Associate
Members Delegate) Is not a problem. Under
mining the authority of universities is a major
concern (G. Benedek, IOM Delegate) and it
largely explains the German position that a
qualification may not be needed. However,
H. Schopper (President, German Physical

Society) said other countries could go ahead
àla carte if they wished provided this was
cost neutral. N. Kroo recommended endorse
ment of the proposals as part of the Society’s
membership was clearly In favour. It was
agreed to endorse the working group’s re
commendations while at the same time seek
ing further comments.
Action Committees
P.M. Melville, the ACAPPI chairman, re
ported that the Europhysics Industrial Work
shops had been relaunched in 1993 with two
events. A third was already settled for 1994
and one or two others were almost finalised.
The committee continues to provide input
and advice on the question of professional
qualifications, and to encourage the inclusion
of applied physics topics in meetings’ pro
grammes. The annual meeting with the Asso
ciates in Grenoble last autumn on the role of
facilities was worthwhile and he hoped a si
milar event will be held in 1993. The commit
tee has teamed up with the Physics and
Society committee to organize a study con
ference, tentatively slated for February 1994,
on the important topic of industry-university
relations. E.W.A. Lingeman, who chairs Phy
sics and Society, reported that contacts with
a group based in Alushta, Ukraine, and with
the European Nuclear Society had resulted in
a proposal for a study conference on mate
rials science and nuclear technology to be
held in October 1993. Asimilar event, but this
time on using energy intelligently, Is schedu
led for May 1993 In Griefswald.
The Conferences committee continues to
represent EPS on the Steering Committee of
the European Research Conferences (ERC).

From the left, A. Calboreanu (Secretary, Romanian Physical Society), N. Erduran (President,
Turkish Physical Society), I.J. Lalov (President, Union of Physicists in Bulgaria), K.G. Akdeniz
(Delegate, Turkish Physical Society), and K.C. Makropoulos (President, Hellenic Physical
Society). On the right, N. Mankoc-Borstenik (President, Society of Mathematicians, Physicists
and Astronomers of Slovenia)
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K. Bethge, the committee’s Chairman, noted
that CEC funding of the nine ERC’s schedu
led for 1993 is likelyto be assured. Some are
annual events but most Divisions seem to
prefer a biannual frequency. The Steering
Committee thinks that maintaining about 10
meetings with a physics content is satisfac
tory at the present time, even though funding
remains uncertain. The status of EPS-organi
zed meetings is becoming blurred as orga
nizers are increasingly seeking co-sponsor
ship or co-organization. Policies will probably
have to be redefined as it is sometimes diffi
cult to enforce the usual requirements such
as reduced fees for members. Finally, some
68 meetings sought sponsorship in 1992.
A. Landesman, the East-West Coordina
tion committee chairman, who is backing up
the Journals for Russia proposal, reported
that there will be a study conference in
Copenhagen in late 1993 on the manage
ment of science. Resembling the successful
meeting held in Germany in 1991, it will be
tailored for the Baltic/Scandinavian region.
One of the three planned directories of phys
ics institutes in east and central Europe and
the FSU has already been published. Other
priorities were data networks and the ex
change of used equipment, partly incoopera
tion with the American Physical Society
(APS) following the strategy developed at the
APS-EPS “summit”last summer.
F. Mezei, Chairman of the Publications
committee, was saddened that little help had
been forthcoming so far for journals for east
and central Europe as a proposal to the CEC
had made little headway. However, publish
ers had recently indicated that they would
perhaps agree to offer discounted subscrip
tions provided EPS identified appropriate
libraries. Action along these lines will there
fore be taken up. The committee saw no
viable way to encourage the specialization or
merging of the region’s journals, which had
often been supported by Academies for rea
sons of prestige. The journal recognition
scheme has entered its second five-year
cycle with a larger number of applications
than the first time around. There was interest
from the US to extend the scheme, and the
committee had decided to suggest reciprocal
joint recognition. An international standard for
a Document Type Definition forming the
basis of a rigorous specification of texts for
electronic handling is expected inJune 1993.
The electronic publishing working group
which has promoted this initiative plans to
encourage its use. The committee felt little
could be done at this stage to ensure an
more rational development of document ser
vers acting as electronic journals.

F. Mezei, Chairman, Publications Committee
(in the middle) and G. Marz. President, Eötvös
Physical Society (on the right) talking to N.
Kroo.

The Committee advised the Executive that
every effort should be made to have all Euro
pean physicists receive Europhysics News.
Interest in publishing in the Europhysics
Conference Abstracts series may increase
given today’s difficult market for normal pro
ceedings, but the Executive should propose
guidelines for a modernised format. P. G.
Boswell, the Secretary of the committee,
reported that the working group for a history
of EPS had recommended that the material
solicited from many contributors should not
be published as a monograph (sponsored by
Elsevier) to celebrate this year’s 25th anni
versary of EPS.
Letters Submissions Increase
R. Balian, Editor-in-Chief, Europhysics
Letters, said the number of submissions to
Letters continued to increase while subscrip
tions were decreasing; the W.-E. Heraeus
Foundation’s decision to stop financing about
60 subscriptions for east and central Europe
at the end of 1993 was a disappointing. The
acceptance rate averaged 60%. Help from
the Divisions was needed to improve the
geographical distribution of the authors and
to reduce specialization. He thanked the co
editors and referees for their excellent work,
reflected by 75%of manuscripts having to be
revised, often following suggestions.
Associate Members
The Associates continue to be interested in
having EPS provide help on special topics
affecting, for example, new facilities, scien
tific networks, electronic journals, qualifica
tions, curricula, and the mobility of students
and young scientists. Europhysics Industrial
Workshops, by bringing together industrial
and academic specialists on important new
topics, therefore offer a valuable service. Effi
cient means to interact across the entire
range of major topics need developing. P.G.
Boswell, who coordinates contacts with the
Associates, felt one direction was to organize
other meetings targeting special issues. The
role of facilities had been analysed with the
Associates in Grenoble last year and there
will be a study conference on industry-univer
sity relations early next year.
Three New Member Societies
Applications for membership had been
received fromthe physical societies of Slove
nia, Armenia and Belarus and the President
gave the floor to representatives. D. Krupa,
President of the Slovenian Physical Society,
spoke of a population of two million with
roughly 1000 physicists with Ph.D.’s. The so
ciety has 350 members, three-quarters of
whom are based at the country’s two univer
sities and two institutes for physics. Most
physicists are teachers, although there is a
lively research community. The society acts
as a publisher and organizes competitions; it
aims to collaborate withthe rest of the former
Yugoslavia by trying to improve the scientific
and daily lives of physicists from nearby
countries.
The Republic of Armenia has a strong tra
dition in physics, which is carried out at 10
institutes and universities. A200-stong Arme
nian Physical Society was formed in 1989,
with R. Avakian as its first President. R. Bal
ian described the difficulties members must
cope with owing to the blockade by neigh
bours; he aimed to launch an appeal in

M. Jacob, on the left, with M. Baikański (IOM
Delegate).
favour of Armenian physicists if the society
was admitted (see page 68). An application
for membership had been submitted last
October by Professor F.l. Fedorov from
Minsk, President of the 200-strong Belaru
sian Physical Society.
Before holding the vote, the President out
lined the EPS policy on new societies. The
main difficulty arose in the former Soviet
Union (FSU). Two years ago it was wise not
to approve applications from the Union’s
republics as the Commonwealth of Indepen
dent States seemed to offer a central role in
education and research (apart from, of cour
se, the Baltic states). The republics have
since taken greater control so he recom
mended admission of societies fromthe FSU
based on their declaring an adequate level of
activities and a minimum membership of 60;
a psychologically important, minimum contri
bution was also sought.
Fragmentation into many societies distur
bed some delegates; they effectively urged
EPS to counter it by discouraging the mem
bership of small societies. I. Slaus (Croatian
Physical Society) argued very forcibly that
EPS must not leave anyone out: one should
not worry about fragmentation provided it
reflects the people's wishes. His only con
cern was that the Ukraine had not applied to
join as it is large country with a long tradition
in physics; there was evidently a momentary
political problem. Norbert Kroo, the incoming
President summed up with the remark that
“unification goes by fragmentation”: EPS can
help new communities come together to
ensure there is not a “new isolation”. But
there has to be some rules defined in terms
of society activities and how physicists act
(R.A. Ricci, President, Italian Physical Socie
ty). Council voted unanimously to admit the
three societies.
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia
Regarding the former Czechoslovakia, fol
lowing an exchange of correspondence the
Executive was recommending that the Physi
cal Society of the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Union of Physics and Mathematicians
be admitted. D. Krupa, latter’s President, was
present at Council together with J. Kaczer
who, in representing the Czech society,
stressed that the two societies were in close
contact. Council unanimously endorsed the
recommendation.
The Yugoslavia question was more thorny.
The Croatian Physical Society had been ad
mitted last year and Slovenia was recom
mended for admission this year. But there
remained a representative for the rest of
Yugoslavia. Aletter, but not a formal applicaEurophys. News23(1992)
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tion for membership, had also been received
from the Macedonian Physical Society. An
exchange of correspondence with the Pre
sident of the Physics Section of the Union
of Yugoslavia Societies of Mathematicians,
Physicists and Astronomers suggested that
the Union may not be officially sponsored
and therefore not subject to the UN sanc
tions. Council accepted the Executive’s deci
sion not to invoice the Union for 1993 so that
as a non-paying member it was non-voting.
EPS would nevertheless maintain contacts
with individuals and seek further information.
F. Mezei argued that EPS “should take a
stand” on the sanctions issue and he pro
posed that the President express “concern
and condemnation” without specifying the
offenders. Council felt that while the UN de
claration of sanctions against Serbia and
Montenegro appeared straightforward, there
were several issues which require delicate
handling. For instance, EPS is a non-govern
mental organization which supports indi
viduals and its actions should not lead to
people being sent back against their wishes.
F. Sluijter (Chairman, Plasma Physics) asked
what should be done in practice about, for
example, an application from someone in
Serbia to attend an EPS conference? It was
decided that the Executive should study the
problems and make recommendations, re
taining of course the decision to place the
Yugoslav Union’s membership “on hold”.
A President-Elect Procedure
The Executive Committee felt that the pro
cedure, instituted in 1991, of having the VicePresident automatically become a candidate
for President upon election as Vice-President
was too restrictive. It therefore proposed that
the Constitution be amended whereby the
President-Elect be nominated when the Pre
sident is elected for a second year. Council
endorsed the proposal, subject to no objec
tion from members, as well as the recom
mendation that it be announced in Europhy
sics News instead of being mailed directly to
members. Members have 40 days to respond
to the announcement on page 60. The Exec
utive has also recommended that to reduce
costs, election ballots be published in Euro
physics News. Members are referred to the
ballot on page 65 for an IOMDelegate.
A fitting conclusion to Council was an
impressive cake served at lunch to celebrate
the 60th birth of Maurice Jacob, who has tire
lessly promoted EPS literally around the
world. Norbert Kroo, the new President, has
asked himto continue to take care of interna
tional relations. Apart from the candidates
nominated by the Executive Committee,
there was one additional nomination (G.C.
Morrison, IOMDelegate). The following were
elected to the 1993/4 Executive Committee:
President: N. Koo, Budapest
Vice-President: C. van der Leun, Utrecht
Secretary: A. Taroni, Bresica
Vice-Secretary: C.A. Sébenne, Paris
Treasurer: H. Beck, Neuchâtel
Vice-Treasurer: E. Jakeman, Malvern
Members:
A.F. Andreev, Moscow
C.M. Ferreira, Lisbon
E. Osnes, Oslo
G. C. Morrison, Birmingham
H. Schopper, Geneva
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Divisions and Groups Expand
Activities and Links
EPS Divisions and Interdivisional Groups
discussed at Council in Nice a full range of
activities, with conferences remaining the key
element. H. Gastmans, Chairman, High
Energy and Particle Physics Division,
reported that the third Europhysics HighEnergy Physics prize will be awarded at this
year’s conference in Marseilles. The Division,
together with Nuclear Physics and Con
densed Matter, will make recommendations
to the Executive regarding a review of
Warsaw University’s Institute of Theoretical
Physics. Closer collaboration with the Euro
pean Committee for Future Accelerators
(ECFA) was planned, especially in relation to
the evaluation of proposals for future facilities
and in making these proposals known to a
wide community.
A. Salin, Treasurer, Atomic and Molecu
lar Physics Division, reported that much pro
gress had been made in cementing ties bet
ween the Division’s four Sections and with
outside bodies. Cross-representation at the
Board-level had been set up with the Quan
tum Electronics and Optics Division. The Di
vision’s meeting (ECAMP) in 1992 held in
Riga had been a great success with 340 par
ticipants. It would once again be supported
by the Atomic Spectroscopy Section by can
cellation of the 1995 EGAS meeting in favour
of the next ECAMP (in Brighton, 1995). The
EGAS will be Caen in July and the 1994
meeting in Barcelona. The Chemical Physics
Section had helped organize several meet
ings including the “Muon Catalyzed Fusion”
workshop (June 1992, Uppsala), the Euro
pean Research Conference (ERC) “Defects
and Crystal Growth at Surface” (Davos, June
1992), a school on synchrotron radiation (La
Rabida, October 1992). Through the Section
efforts, the Society of Theoretical Chemical
Physicists and the Deutsche Bunsengesellschaft have become Collaborating Societies
to reinforce links.
The Electronic and Atomic Collisions sec
tion helped organize MOLEC IX (“Dynamics
of Molecular Collisions”) held in Prague last
August as well as the “Inelastic Ion-Surface
Collisions”workshop in Aussois last Septem
ber. The next major event (ICPEAC: physics
of electronic and atomic collisions, July 1993,
Aarhus) mirrors the broadened scope of the
Section’s interests. Closer collaboration with
the ionized gases community is ensured via
the ESCAMPIG (atomic and molecular phy-

slcs of ionized gases) meetings, the last
being held In St. Petersburg in August 1992.
The Molecular Physics Section also help
organize MOLEC IX and has decided to
make it the section's meeting. A summer
school on molecular interaction was held in
Badajoz in September 1992.
F. Sluijter, Chairman of the Plasma Phy
sics Division, reported that the special fea
ture of 1992 was the Division’s annual con
ference held in conjunction with the Interna
tional Conference on Plasma Physics (ICPP)
in order to bring together plasma physics
from inside and outside the machine-based
communities. With 630 participants, it was a
great success. The Division meeting moves
to Lisbon in July 1993 with an emphasis on
fusion, and then to Marseilles in 1994, and to
the UK in 1995. Large institutes are reducing
support and the Division cannot keep provid
ing funds for east Europeans to participate so
local support is now essential. The Division
has discussed combined conferences with
the American Physical Society’s Plasma
Physics Division. It seems unwise to launch
an international event in competition with
IUPAP’s ICPP meeting so topical confe
rences were being looked into, along with the
exchange of invited speakers.
The ERC on quantum optics, organized
jointly by EPS and the European Science
Foundation with CEC support, has become
the Quantum Electronics and Optics Di
vision’s main informal meeting. J. Mlynek, the
Division Chairman, reported that the fourth
will be held in Davos in September 1993. The
Division’s main meeting remains EQEC held
every other year (this year immediately be
fore EPS-9 in Florence). Collaboration with
the Optical Society of America, involving pro
fessional conference organization outside the
Division’s competence and EPS resources,
has been finalised. This means there will be
a European version of the very successful
North American CLEO (laser and laser op
tics) meeting in conjunction with EQEC ’94 in
Amsterdam.
The Regensburg Condensed Matter
(CMD) Division general conference, held in
conjunction with the German Physical
Society’s annual solid-state meeting the
week after Council (see page 55), was may
be Europe’s largest physics happening ever.
P. Wyder, the CMD Chairman, felt it highligh
ted several Issues that other Divisions also

From the left, J. Mlynek (Chairman, Quantum Electronics and Optics Division), A. Salin
(Treasurer, Atomic and Molecular Physics Division), A. Daneels (Chairman, Experimental
Physics Control Systems interdivisional Group).

