
EAST-WEST

Partnerships are the Key
An interview with O.G. Folberth who retires this month as the first Chairman 

of the East-West Task Force.

-  Editor: The EPS East-West Task Force has 
been involved with some specific initiatives 
including an inventory of library subscrip­
tions, a back-issues appeal, financing jour­
nal subscriptions, a very successful study 
conference to review science policy, exten­
sion of the academic computer network, 
support for restructuring physical societies, 
and institute peer reviews. Which directions 
do you feel initiatives should take in the 
immediate future?

The task force should concentrate on the 
continuation of the tasks in progress, speci­
fically library aid, peer reviews, improve­
ment of the academic computer network, 
and the preparation of a list of the signifi­
cant research institutions in eastern Europe.

-  The American Physical Society has indi­
cated that it could envisage cooperating 
with the Society and the Task Force. Eddy 
Lingeman, Chairman of the Physics and 
Society Committee, has recently discussed 
possibilities with Irving Lerch, his opposite 
number in APS. In which areas do you think 
cooperation could develop ?

The APS and EPS have agreed to coordi­
nate their respective efforts for the revitali­
sation of physics in eastern Europe. In parti­
cular, we hope that the APS will cooperate 
with contributions in the organisation of 
meetings. At the end of May this year we 
will have a joint APS-EPS meeting in Buda­
pest in order to initiate a programme.

-  Do you feel enough is being done to help 
individual physicists ? And if not, why not ? 
Flow can immediate help be provided?

All activities of the EPS are aimed for the 
benefit of the individual physicist. This 
holds, of course, also for the activities of 
the Task Force. In eastern Europe, the re­
structuring and revitalisation of physics is in 
progress and the Task Force helps with 
assistance and advice wherever possible. In 
this respect we are dealing with the national 
societies, avoiding carefully, however, direct 
interference in their own affairs. Therefore, 
if we may reach the individual physicist only 
indirectly, that's allright.

-  Do you see Professor Buckel's appeal for 
the sponsoring of individual physicists with 
help in paying membership fees as the start 
of a form of partnership agreement bet­
ween physicists, with one helping the other 
in several different ways ?

Werner Buckel's appeal is just one of 
several means to try to initiate partnerships.
I wish that his appeal will generate many

partnerships between individual physicists 
involving, for example, financing scholar­
ships as well as invitations to come to an 
institute. I myself will join Buckel's initiative 
and will sponsor personally an IOM for a 
Romanian physicist for three years.
-  Let us consider some of the areas you 
would like to see more initiatives to help in­
dividuals. Training in research, for instance. 
Can you indicate the number of new trai­
ning posts that have been generated these 
past two years in western Europe ? Compa­
nies and research centres have fellowship 
programmes, but is enough being done ?

Post-doctoral fellowships have always 
been in high demand, usually exceeding the 
offerings. While most programmes of this 
type have been extended to include now 
also physicists from eastern Europe, the 
total number of such positions has not 
increased. To the contrary, the worldwide 
tight economic situation causes some insti­
tutions to reduce such efforts. This holds 
especially for fellowships in the USA. Of 
course, my impressions are a bit subjective 
as it is difficult to collect numbers with 
many industry labs involved, and it is hard 
to compare results. The situation changes 
rapidly so an EPS survey would probably be 
out of date.
-  Relatively few new bilateral agreements
appear to have emerged between organisa­

tions to facilitate the transfer or exchange of 
students, staff, equipment, etc. Most arran­
gements seem to have developed from per­
sonal contacts. Would it help to know in 
more detail what is happening via EPS 
sponsored surveys ? Could more be achie­
ved with more formal initiatives ?

I would have appreciated it if more, and 
more effective, partnership agreements on 
various levels would have emerged between
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CHALMERS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

Professor of Theoretical Condensed Matter Physics
During 1992, Chalmers University of Technology anticipates making a 
tenured professor appointment in Theoretical Condensed Matter Physics, 
starting from July 1, 1993.
Condensed matter physics is a particularly active area of experimental and 
theoretical research in our School of Physics and Engineering Physics.
The successful applicant will be responsible for teaching, supervising gra­
duate students and persuing high quality research. Knowledge of Swedish is 
not required.
Closing date for application will be September 18, 1992.
Persons interested in applying should contact:

Björn Jonson, Dean of the School of Physics and Engineering Physics 
(Tel. +46 31 723 262) or
Göran Niklasson, Head of Department
(Tel. +46 31 723 194; Fax +46 31 416 984),
Department of Theoretical Physics,
Chalmers University of Technology, S-412 96 Sweden.
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eastern and western partners during the 
last two years or so. I feel that the present 
situation is highly unsatisfactory. It is really 
a riddle to me and not compatible with the 
overall mood. We physicists have been 
proud about our spearheading position in 
Europe by having created a truly European­
wide EPS already 25 years ago, comprising 
at that time all of Europe, east and west.

In order to keep us in the forefront of the 
development we have to develop new initia­
tives. In this respect, let me volunteer a sug­
gestion: each national physical society in 
the west should adopt a specific partner 
society in the east and try to help it in every 
way possible. I am sure that the western 
partner would also profit from such a link. 
I hope with regard to partnerships with 
institutes and companies that more is on­
going than I am aware of. I feel a sponsored 
survey would once again be outdated as 
things move fast, quite apart from the large 
resources needed : it is not a priority.

-  Physicists in east and central Europe tend 
to be well trained. Is it therefore necessary 
to boost educational opportunities via spe­
cial courses, summer schools, revised curri­
cula, visiting lecturers, and new text books ?

EPS has always arranged conferences, 
etc. in eastern Europe. Indeed, with such ac­
tivities EPS established a substantial cohe­
rence between physicists. It is understood 
that efforts of this kind will be extended, 
being now facilitated by the new political 
situation.

Mathematica ™
A System for Doing Mathematics by 
Computer
A Wolfram Research Inc. product
□ Numerics - Works with numbers 
of arbitrary magnitude and preci­
sion.
□ Symbolics - Encyclopaedia of 
mathematical functions and opera­
tions used in arithmetic, algebra 
and analysis.
Procedural, functional and mathe­
matical programming.
□ Graphics - 2D, 3D and animated 
PostScript graphics.
□ Text processing - Fully interac­
tive reports and textbooks.
□ Runs on - MS-DOS based com­
puters; Macintosh, Apollo, Hew­
lett Packard, IBM AIX/RT, MIPS, 
Silicon Graphics, Sony, Sun, VAX.
Now available in Europe from :
MathSoft Overseas, Inc.
POB 641, 1211 Geneva 3, Switzerland 
Tel. + + 41 (22) 46 52 60 
Fax ++41 (22) 46 59 39

— I am sorry. I may not have been clear. My 
question is this: is there a priority need for 
training opportunities ?

Definitely. This is because eastern physi­
cists are generally well trained in basic phy­
sics but they need postdoc and other oppor­
tunities for new physics, especially applied.
-  Hungary reported at the last meeting of

the Task Force that peer review had enhan­
ced institute standings leading to a signi­
ficant increase in visits and a reversal in 
the trend to loose experienced physicists ? 
Does this mean EPS should undertake a 
country-by-country review of physics re­
search once the Directory of European Phy­
sics Institutes now being compiled by Eddy 
Lingeman is completed this year ?

Institute of Physics and Astronomy — University of Aarhus, Denmark
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Applications are invited for a tenured senior-level position in theoretical solid state 
physics. The position is open from December 1992.
The successful candidate is expected to conduct research at the highest level within 
the general research areas of the Department
The appointee is expected to supervise graduate research projects (M.Sc. and Ph.D.) 
and will share in the teaching responsibilities of the Department.
Each applicant should submit a curriculum vitae, a description of teaching expe­
rience, a list of publications, and three copies of publications to be considered in 
the evaluation. Additional material which may elucidate the research and teaching 
qualifications of the applicant is appreciated.
According to Danish ministerial regulations, the selection committee's written 
evaluation of the applicants is sent to all applicants. Applications should be ad­
dressed to the University of Aarhus, Ndr. Ringgade 1, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark, 
and marked 212/5-30.
The deadline for the receipt of all application material is 2 April 1992 at 12.00.
For further information on salary, research and teaching duties, staff and other faci­
lities please contact:

The Chairman of the Institute of Physics and Astronomy,
University of Aarhus, Ny Munkegade, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark.
Telex 64 767 aausci dk; Tel. +45 (86) 12 88 99; Fax +45 (86) 12 07 40.

Am Institut für Physik der Universität Basel
ist eine

PROFESSOR FÜR 
THEORETISCHE PHYSIK

(Ordinariat, Full Professor)

wiederzubesetzen. Bevorzugtes Forschungsgebiet : 
Überlappungsbereich Kern/Teilchenphysik und Astrophysik.

Von der Kandidatin oder dem Kandidaten wird erwartet: 
Wechselwirkung mit den Arbeitsgruppen in Kern/Teilchenphy­
sik und Astrophysik/Astronomie, Beteiligung an der Lehre in 
Theoretischer Physik, deutsche Sprachkenntnisse und Bereit- 
schaft zur Mitwirkung an administrativen Aufgaben.

Die üblichen Bewerbungsunterlagen (Lebenslauf, Liste der 
wichtigsten Publikationen, Referenzen) sollten das
Dekanat der Philosophisch-Naturwissenschaftlichen Fakultät, 
Klingelbergstr. 23, CH-4056 Basel,

bis 30. April 1992 erreichen.
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EPS should offer its help for every aspect 
it can provide. But EPS and its western na­
tional societies should carefully avoid a pa­
tronising attitude. Reviews may be helpful: 
they should, however, be performed only 
upon request.
-  It has been suggested that EPS should 
help east and central Europe by negotiating 
access to research facilites and the creation 
of joint research groups. Is this feasible, 
given that most centres are nationally fun­
ded or operate under defined international 
statutes ? If one cannot go so far as active 
negotiation, is it possible to envisage an­
other EPS rôle ?

One of the main results of the Dagstuhl 
study conference last year was the realisa­
tion that none of the research organisations 
in the west have special programmes and 
earmarked funds for joint projects with 
eastern partners. Each organisation has 
established its own ways and means on a 
modest scale and much of what exists is 
informal. I think EPS can act as a meeting 
ground for potential partners : without EPS 
we would not know what roughly needs to 
be done. For example, Romanian collegues 
learnt through EPS of sources for support 
for a summer school in Breda that is a suc­
cess story. But I doubt the Society has a 
formal rôle to play in negotiations.
-  You have been very active in approaching 
funding bodies, notably foundations and 
international agencies, for support for EPS 
initiatives. How can EPS improve its ability 
to attract funds for east-west initiatives ? Is 
a formal structure needed for the east-west 
programme ? If so, will there be sufficient 
back-up to ensure delivering the results ex­
pected by funding bodies ?

In this respect I have to stress again the 
importance of the personal initiative of indi­
vidual physicists. The financial situation of 
EPS is tight. Therefore, from its regular 
budget no funds can be provided for east- 
west initiatives. Only lobbying by individu­
als has yielded some funding. Predominant­
ly our colleagues in The Netherlands have 
been very active and successful in this res­
pect. I would like to thank especially Eddy 
Lingeman for his engaged efforts, always 
looking for alternative ways. Given this si­
tuation it may not help to institutionalise 
such efforts.
-  With your background as a Romanian 
who has worked for many years in Germany, 
do you feel that countries in east and cen­
tral Europe are more interested in openings 
towards the West than in consolidation re­
gional links ?

I was born as a Romanian citizen but I am 
not a Romanian proper. My insight into the 
Romanian scene is too superficial as to 
answer this question with some credibility. 
Of course, I hope — as most of us — that 
Europe will come closer together in all res­
pects. We are lucky to have EPS as one of 
the instruments. Let's make the best out of 
it. There is certainly a recognition that 
strong links to the west are needed but

I must say some countries are not doing all 
they can. France and Czechoslovakia have 
a partnership agreement and Austria and 
Germany have maintained existing agree­
ments. But other counties have little.
-  My final question : you have worked in 
industry so you appreciate the importance 
of balancing applied and basic research ? In 
central and eastern Europe, however, the 
trend until recently was to separate the two. 
One assumes governments will now em­
phasise applied work. How can EPS encou­
rage an appreciation of the importance of 
basic research ?

We have to realise that in market-driven, 
western-style economies, the majority of 
physicists are working in industry, most

of them in applied areas. While in some 
eastern countries (e .g ., Hungary) we find a 
similar structure, in most of these countries 
applied work has been done at specialised 
institutes in the framework of the Acade­
mies of Science. This pattern is steadily dis­
integrating, with the consequence that 
many physicists are looking for jobs. Some 
models presented at Dagstuhl could be 
helpful for restructuring. Hopefully by such 
means jobs can be preserved. There is a 
large variety of motivations for a physicist 
to seek employment in industry. A missed 
opportunity to do basic research is the 
wrong argument. This statement may lead 
to a long chain of arguments, but this 
interview is probably not the occasion for 
elaborations.

Joint opening for a

FULL PROFESSOR (C49)
at the Johann-Gutenberg-Universität Mainz

and a

LEADING SENIOR SCIENTIST
of the Gesellschaft für 

Schwerionenforschung mbH, Darmstadt
The University of Mainz and the GSI in Darmstadt invite appli­
cations for a joint position in the field of experimental heavy- 
ion physics. The candidate m ust lead existing GSI groups 
working on heavy-ion and nuclear physics using various re­
search facilities (TAPS, LAND, KAOS, etc.) at the accelerator 
complex UNILAC/SIS/ESR. He is expected to advance the 
scientific program at GSI and to integrate it on an interna­
tional base with the research of scientists from other univer­
sities and institutions.
The successful candidate will be appointed as full professor 
at the University of Mainz where he is expected to participate 
in the teaching program of the physics departm ent.
GSI is a leading German scientific laboratory involved in basic 
and applied research in physical, biomedical and material 
sciences. The laboratory is operated by the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the State of Hessen.
GSI and Mainz have a strong comm itm ent to the principle of 
diversity in all areas. In tha t spirit, we are interested in recei­
ving applications from women and disabled individuals.
Applications, including the usual comprehensive personal 
docum ents should be subm itted not later than April 21, 1992 
to the

Scientific Director of
Gesellschaft für Schwerionenforschung mbH 
Planckstr. 1 — Postfach 11 05 52 
W-6100 Darmstadt 11 
Tel.: Germany: (06151) 359 648
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