ned as amere luxuryfor countries that still
have a limited research base, active partici
pation in major international science pro
jects providesenormous stimulation, imme
diate access to tutorial support and a huge
amount of data and information, and often
the possibilityto carryout significant tasks
in the home country. Supporting member
shipof central and east Europeancountries
and their agencies in the larger interna
tionally-based research organizations thus
represents an attractive option for govern
ments: encouraging such a strategy may
effectively offer a way to envisage increa
sed research funding inthese countries.
Pragmatic Mechanisms
Given that renewal and development in
east and central Europe will take at least a
generation whereas only existing mecha
nisms and short termmeasures for support
are available, Professor Jolies summarized
the participants' main recommendations
for future initiatives. They are:
- place refereeingon an international ba
sis and call for international evaluation
panels when internal groups are too
small, homogeneous or manipulated:
- exploit membershipandparticipation in
international networks (ESF, Université
de l'Europe, NATO, EEC, EPS, CERN,
etc.);
- use western facilities with financial
help for mobility;
- build up bilateral arrangements.
So there is no miracle medicine but a
mixtureof mechanisms: use whatever help
exists astogether youmight bepushedover
the mountain.
All who participated were very grateful
for the generous financial support provided
bythe NATOScientificAffairs Divisionthat
allowed useful options and working strate
gies to be discussed: they hoped a similar
workshop along the same lines would be
held intwo to three years to evaluate pro
gress — only this time outside western
Europe.
M. Jacob E.W.A. Lingeman
EPS President
Chairman
Physics and Society

1st EPS Southern European School of Physics
Dynamical Processes in Molecular Physics
Avila, Spain, 1-13 September 1991
As it is not usual for laboratories in
southern Europe to pay for Ph.D. students
to attend summer schools, the EPSAction
Committee for Physics and Development
launched a series of schools with a
"southern emphasis", where funding
would be provided to Invited students.
Thankstothe generosityof some keyspon
sors, notably the EC, NATO and some
Spanish sources, the first EPS Southern
School of Physics, held In the charming
walledtown of Avila, Spain, from1-13Sep
tember, was a great success. There were
56participants withlectures givenbynear
ly 20 prominent experts: the Director of
the School was Professor Gerado DelgadoBarrio from Madrid. The exciting topics
covered included some particlarly interes
tingones suchasthe physics ofsmall mole
cular aggregates. An interesting novelty
was introduced into the tutorials: partici
pants were able to work with specially
developed software on computers loaned
in part by IBMSpain, and then take the
programs away for later use.

A. Tiemblo, on the left, President of the
Royal Spanish Physical Society, and G.
Delgado-Barrio, Director of the 1st EPS
Southern European School of Physics.
The School is managed by an Advisory
Board representing the Divisions, national
societies and the main funding agencies.
The Boardis presentlyconsideringa propo
sal byProfessor C. Fotakis on behalf of the
Institute of Electronic Structure and Lasers
ofthe Foundationfor Research andTechno
logy, Hellas, to holdthe next school inCrete
on Lasers and Applications.

1991 EPS Lecturer
Professor RolandDobbs ofthe Royal HollowayandBedfordNewCollege, London, coordi
nator of the EPSLecturer scheme, writes to saythat Laurence Eaves, Professor of Physics
at the University of Nottingham, UK, since 1986, was nominated the Lecturer for 1991.
Professor Eavesgavepresentations duringSeptember onaspects of lowdimensional semi
conductor structures inhighmagneticfields at AntwerpUniversity, IBMResearch (Zurich),
ESSDERC(Montreux), MilanUniversity, the Institute of Physics (Prague), and the Zentral
institut für Elektronenphysik (Berlin). He studied at Oxford and held Fellowships from
1972-76 at Oxford and the University of California, Berkeley, before becoming a Lecturer
at Nottingham. Professor Eaves was The Institute of Physics Mott Lecturer in 1988 and
won the IREA's Heinrich Hertz Premiumin 1987.
The Divisions will shortly be asked by Professor Dobbs to submit proposals for future
Lecturers. The aimis generallyto have about sixvisits over a convenient period, withthe
Lecturerofferingtospeakononeof sayfourtopics inafieldof specialization. Nominations
are approvedbythe ExecutiveCommittee which invitesthe Lecturer tosubmit an itinerary
for consideration bythe relevant national physical societies. Costs are met byjointly by
the hosts andthe sponsors, usuallynational societies (The IOPinProfessor Eaves's case).

History of Physics Group Consolidates
It is slightly over two years since EPS
Council approved the formation of the
Interdivisional Group for the History of
Physics, which came together following
the organization of conferences in Pavia
(1983), Munich (1986) andParis (1988) on
the use ofthe historyof science inphysics
teaching. Recent activities alongthesame
lines include the organization of a confe
rence "History Teaching Physics" (Cam
bridge, UK,August 1990) andof historyof
physics sessions at the EPS-8 General
Conference in September 1990.
TheGroupcontinues tosee as oneof its
aims the organization of meetings on the
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history of physics and on its application
in science education. The Group's Chair
man, Fabio Bevilacqua, Professor of Phy
sics in Pavia University's Physics Depart
ment, is therefore very pleased to be able
to announce that a project to hold the
first-ever European History of Physics
Conference has come to fruition: it will
take place at the VillaOlmoinComo, Italy,
in May 1992 and details will be available
shortly.
Meanwhile, Dr. Antonio Moreno-Gonzalez of the Escuola Universitaria de Forma
ción del Professorado, Universidad Comp
lutense, Madrid, has sent out the first

circular for a Europhysics Study Confe
rence he is organizing titled "History of
the Physical-Mathematical Sciences and
the Teaching of Sciences" to be held at
the University on 9-11 September 1992.
This meeting will offer an opportunity for
physics teachers fromthroughout Europe
todiscuss recent experience onthe didac
tic applications of science history.
Other activities in the area of science
teaching include a project to develop gui
debooks for teachers, while the third of
theGroup's goals isto promotethe preser
vation and cataloging of archives and col
lections of scientific instruments.

