CODATA
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Im Fachbereich Physik der Universität Frankfurt ist eine

H3 - Professur für Theoretische Physik

wierderzubesetzen.
Das Aufgabengebiet ist Festkörperphysik. Von den Bewerbern wird die Bereitschaft zur
Zusammenarbeit mit dem Sonderforschungsbereich « Festkörperspektroskopie » Darmstadt/
Frankfurt sowie ein engagierter Einsatz in der Lehre erwartet.
Bewerbungen mit Lebenslauf, Schriftenverzeichnis und Angaben über die bisherige
Forschungs- und Lehrtätigkeit werden bis zum 15 März 1973 erbeten an den Präsidenten der
Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität, D-6000 Frankfurt am Main 1, Senckenberganlage.

and how IUPAP, possibly through its
specialized groups dealing with CO
DATA, could act as referee for an
evaluation of data projects and com
pilations ? This and other means of
quality control of data are essential,
since they lead to a compression of
the literature of data compilation.

CODATA
and European physics
So far, the use of physics data for
applied physics, engineering and other
sciences has been stressed. In addi
tion, one should emphasize that phy
sicists have responsibility for the qua
lity and accessibility of physics data.
It is in physics and chemistry that
the concepts for critical evaluation of
accuracy have been developed, while
they are slowly being adapted to other
sciences. Accurate data continue to
play an essential role in these disci

plines, particularly in physics. This is
sometimes neglected today in our
world of hard and fast competition.
Compilations of reliable and evalu
ated data depend on data centres,
each dealing with a rather narrow
field of science and closely connected
with specialized laboratories. There
fore, as in other problems of science,
whereas the International Scientific
Unions, such as IUPAP, ensure co
ordination, the effective work is to be
done, and financed, by national or
regional efforts. Hopefully, in Europe,
it will be possible to develop joint,
regional programmes in data produc
tion, collection and evaluation, and in
publication and dissemination.
Since, in physics and related
sciences, a prompt supply of reliable
data is extremely important, the de
velopment of such programmes would
have a significant impact on European
industry. The European Physical So

ciety could play a leading role in sti
mulating a regional development of
national efforts.

Conclusion
Data, for the scientist or the engi
neer, represent an important part of
his daily ‘environment’.
Part of this ‘environment’ has been
degraded in the same way as in other
environmental problems — by exces
sive disordered growth and by the
neglect of sponsoring bodies and of
scientists themselves. By such neglect,
the efficiency of research or deve
lopment work has been lower and
work more dificult than neces
sary. It is time that, as in other fields
of environmental nuisance, one be
came conscious of an urgent need to
improve the situation by promoting
and sponsoring co-operative efforts.
Data play a well-identifiable and a
most concrete part in the social role
of science.
Moreover, of all the various forms
of creative production, either intellec
tual or artistic, science communicates
with particularly great difficulty with
the ‘outside’ world. Data are one
important output of science to the
‘outside’, and for that reason data
problems are worth of very serious
consideration.
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