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Council Session in Budapest

On 20, 21 October the Council of
the European Physical Society met in
Budapest, on the kind invitation of the
Eétvés Lorand Physical Society of
Hungary through its President, G. Szi-
geti. The Session was presided by E.
Rudberg, President of the European
Physical Society, and was attended
by 31 out of a full Council of 54 mem-
bers, plus eleven invited participants,
in particular the Chairmen of the EPS
Divisions and Advisory Committees.
The meeting was held at the Grand
Hotel Royal, in the heart of Budapest.
In the following report, we cover the
main events of this Council Session.

Financial Status of EPS

One of the principal items before
Council was the analysis of the finan-
cial status of the EPS, presented by
L. Cohen, Treasurer. Whereas the
year 1968 ended with a small surplus
of a few thousand Swiss Francs (the
reader will remember that the EPS
was founded in September 1968), the
year 1969 ended with a deficit of Sw.
fr. 103 000. For 1970, the expected
income is Sw. fr. 233000 (the bud-
geted amount being 249 000) and the
expected expenditure is Sw. fr. 355 000
(budgeted 329 000), leading to an esti-
mated deficit of Sw. fr. 132000 (bud-
geted 80000). The figure for expen-
diture includes an amount of Sw. fr.
20 000 as a first repayment on the debt
of Sw. fr. 100 000 to the Institut Battelle
in Geneva, plus an interest of 5 % on
this debt.

Fortunately, due to recent develop-
ments, the financial status for 1970
will not be as bleak as presented
above. The President announced that
a one-time gift from a Foundation in
the Federal Republic of Germany to
the amount of Sw. fr. 60000 is about
to be received. We will report on
other positive developments later in
this summary.

No Increasé in Unit Fee
in 1971

The Executive Committee, aware of
the perilous financial situation of the
EPS, decided at a meeting in May
1970 to propose to Council a doubling
of the unit fee of membership for 1971.
The present unit fee is Sw. fr. 4.50
which was established at the London
meeting of the Steering Committee
in May 1967, i.e. sixteen months before
the European Physical Society was
founded. At that time, it was already
clear that at some future date this
assessment would have to be revie-
wed. The Executive Committee felt
that the time had come for a re-
appraisal.

The Executive Committee was some-
what reluctant to put a demand for
doubling the unit fee before Council.
It carries with it the admission of a
failure of policy adopted early 1968,
according to which the total budget,
of the order of Sw. fr. 300000 would
be borne, in equal parts, by Individual
Ordinary Membership, by Membership
of National Societies or Academies,
and by Associate Membership, gifts
and donations. It was not clear to the
Executive Committee how a demand
to Council for doubling the unit fee
could be justified now with respect to
the longterm policies of the EPS. We
were also faced with the problem that
a number of National Societies and
Academies simply cannot afford, at
present, the extra expenditure involved
in a doubling of the unit fee, in spite
of their enthusiastic support of the
EPS.

The Executive Committee has there-
fore looked for alternative ways to
alleviate the financial pressure. The
1971 budget proposed in Budapest
closes in fact with a small surplus,
resulting from extraordinary austerity
measures at the Main Secretariat in
Geneva and from increasing the price

of real services to the membership, in
particular the sale of Europhysics
News.

During its first two years of opera-
tion, Europhysics News has involved
an annual deficit of Sw. fr. 30000 on
the budget, due to the fact that printed
copies were sold below cost price and
that advance copies were made availa-
ble for reproduction free-of-charge.
The Council was of the opinion, in the
light of the alternative suggestions
submitted by the Executive Committee,
that an increase in the unit fee of
payment would not be a proper
remedy for the present financial diffi-
culties of the Society. Instead, the
Council prefers to reconsider the issue
of increasing the unit fee as soon as
the Executive Committee is in a posi-
tion to present a clear projection of
the development of the EPS in the
years to come. .

Europhysics News

It can be stated with gratitude that
Europhysics News has so far fulfilled
its purpose of providing efficient com-
munication between the EPS and the
European physics community. As the
reader will remember, the Bulletin is
the result of a co-operative effort
between CERN, the Institut Battelle,
the University of Geneva and the Main
Secretariat of the EPS.

In its present form it was meant to
be temporary, projected to last until
January 1971, awaiting the transition
to a fullsize EPS Bulletin in the style
of Physics Today. Lack of necessary
funds, and a careful investigation of
the implications of such a transition
(see Europhysics News No. 10, July
1970) have shown that such a schedule
is not realistic. At the meeting of the
EPS Bulletin Committee held last May
in Geneva, it was recommended, in-
stead, to continue Europhysics News
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the Executive Committee. L. Etienne Executive
Secretary, E. Rudberg (Stockholm) President,

L. Jansen (Geneva) Secretary, L. Cohen (London)
Treasurer.

in its present form, for the next two
years, to improve its services through
such measures as increased frequency
of publication, closer collaboration
with the Member Societies of EPS and
other means, and through employing
a part-time Executive Editor. These
measures are clearly called for if
Europhysics News is to keep pace
with the growing needs of the Society.

In view of the heavy burden on the
budget resulting from the present
below-cost sales prices of the Bulletin
and of the real services it provides to
all physicists reached through Euro-
physics News, the Executive Com-
mittee proposed the following new
charges to National Societies and
Academies, Members category 4b),
starting in 1971:

— printed copy: Sw. fr. 0.35/copy
(at present Sw. fr. 0.20)
— advance copy: Sw. fr. 0.15/copy
(at present no charge).

To increase the effectiveness of
Europhysics News, the Executive Com-
mittee proposed an increase in fre-
quency to 10 issues per year for 1971
(8 normal issues plus 2 Meetings
issues). It is also proposed to employ
a part-time Executive Editor, as the
present set-up, which relies largely on
voluntary help, cannot reasonably be
extended to cover the new measures.

The Council in Budapest reacted
generally quite favourably to these
proposals. In fact, a considerable num-
ber of orders for the 1971 Europhysics
News has already been received by
the Main Secretariat. The answers by
some other National Societies are
pending. The financial burden of Euro-
physics News will be cut by about
half through the above modifications.

Budgets Approved

After this discussion, the Council
approved the 1970 financial forecast
and the proposed budget for 1971. A
report on the 1968 and 1969 budgets
was submitted by the two auditors
R. van Lieshout, Amsterdam, and F.
Netter, Paris, who recommended ap-
proval of balance sheets to Council,
joining a number of recommendations
to their report. The Council thereupon
voted approval.
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Rapid Increase in
Membership

Owing, in particular, to direct ap-
peals by several Division Boards and
the Physical Societies from The
Netherlands, the Federal Republic of
Germany and France to their members,
the number of Individual Ordinary
Members of the EPS has increased
rapidly during the past few months. In
Budapest, 243 new members were
accepted by the Council; their names
will be found on page 6 of this issue.
There is also a considerable number
of additional applications which will
be accepted in January 1971. As of
21 October, the number of Individual
Ordinary Members of the EPS stands
at 1083.

Regarding Membership (category
4b) by National Societies, Academies,
Groups or Laboratories, an application
had been received by the Danish
Society for Physics and Chemistry of
Condensed Matter. It is planned to
form a Danish National Society later,
which will result in an affiliation by the
applicant to this new Society. The
Council approved the application,
bringing the total membership of the
EPS in this category to 25.

A number of Research Institutes in
Yugoslavia also applied for member-
ship in this category. Awaiting a
recommended joint representation with
the Institute Ruder Boskovic, already
a member of the EPS, the Council will
take action 'later on this application.

A few days before the meeting in
Budapest, an application was received
for membership (category 4b) from the

Physical Society of the German Demo-
cratic Republic. Since the application
arrived after the last meeting of the
Executive Committee, no formal action
could as yet be taken. With the
Council’'s approval, two representa-
tives of the Physical Society of the
German Democratic Republic attended
the Session in Budapest as observers.

Concerning Associate Members, the
Council approved seven new appli-
cations with a total annual fee of Sw.
Fr. 27 300.

EPS Specialized Divisions

The Council received reports on
scientific activities from a number of
EPS Divisions: Atomic Spectroscopy
(A. Kastler), Condensed Matter (S.F.
Edwards), High Energy and Elemen-
tary Particle Physics (P. Preiswerk),
Plasma Physics (B. Lehnert), and
Quantum Electronics and Optics (K.P.
Meyer). The Chairmen of the remaining
Divisions (Low Temperature Physics
and Nuclear Physics) were not present
in Budapest. In addition, the Chair-
man of the Interdivisional Group on
Computational Physics (G.R. Macleod)
presented a progress report on the
activities of this Group.

The scientific activities of the Divi-
sions are in full development. Most
have already organized one or several
topical conferences, more are planned
for 1971. The Division of Condensed
Matter will hold its first largescale
Divisional Conference next September
in Florence. (See also the announce-
ment on page 7 of this issue of Euro-
physics News.)



On the other hand, the Divisions are
pressing for an outline regarding their
framework of operations. Some pro-
gress had been made on this subject
at the Session of the Council in Paris

(February 1970), where rules were
formulated, and passed by Council,
concerning membership of Divisions,
participation in scientific activities by
Society Members (i.e. members of
adhering National Societies, Acade-
mies, Groups or Laboratories) and on
membership of the Board of a Specia-
lized Division.

The Council in Paris had agreed
that-a more complete framework of
operations was to be worked out by
the Executive Committee. To this end,
a questionnaire was sent out to the
Divisions from the Main Secretariat.
The analysis of the replies requires
considerable time, and it was not yet
possible to propose formal rules to the
Council. Two principal issues concern
the ways of financing the activities of
the Specialized Divisions and the
procedure for electing the members
of Divisional Boards. The Executive
Committee will consult further with the
Specialized Divisions and with EPS
Member Societies on these matters. A
formal proposal by the Executive
Committee is expected at the next
Session of the Council.

A proposal for the formation of a
new Specialized Division had been
submitted by a group of distinguished
physicists working in astronomy, with
E. Schatzman (Paris) as the principal
initiator. The proposal was presented
orally at the Budapest meeting by M.J.
Rees (Cambridge), on behalf of a

Steering Committee. Council recogni-
sed that, without any doubt, physics
is playing an essential role in modern
astronomy. The subject overlaps with
several other branches of physics, but
the same can be said of the subject
matter of other Specialized Divisions.
The Council accepted the proposal
after considerable discussion. As a
guideline for the Interim Board, it sug-
gested (with a small majority) the name
“Specialized Division of Physics in
Astronomy”. Optimum collaboration
must in this particular case be sought
with the existing National Committees
on Astronomy, with regard to the
future development of the new Spe-
cialized Division.

EPS Advisory Committees

The Chairmen of two Advisory Com-
mittees reported in Budapest on their
progress: O.G. Folberth (Applied Phy-
sics and Physics in Industry) and G.H.
Stafford (Conferences). One important
issue emerging from these discussions
is the desirability of close collabora-
tion between the Divisions and the
Advisory Committee on Applied Phy-
sics and Physics in Industry regarding
conferences organised by the Divi-
sions.

Another issue concerns the Second
EPS General Physics Conference
scheduled for the fall of 1972. Origi-
nally, Prague was considered as a
possible place for this Conference. In
the meantime, it has appeared that
these plans cannot be realised.
Instead, there is now a firm offer by
the German Physical Society (Federal

G.Szigeti (right), President of the Edtvés Lorand
Physical Society, Hungary, which was host to
the Council Session, in conversation with E.
Burhop, London, one of the delegates of
Individual Ordinary Members to the Council.

Republic of Germany) to hold the
Conference in Wiesbaden, 2-7 October
1972. The Conference Committee
decided to recommend acceptance of
this offer to the Executive Committee.
The Council was in favour of accepting
this offer. A change may occur in the
dates, since |IUPAP plans to hold an
extensive celebration of its 50 years’
existence in Washington D.C. during
the second half of September 1972. A
too-close timing of the two Conferen-
ces is clearly undesirable. The German
Physical Society will investigate the
possibility of postponing the EPS
General Conference to the Spring of
1973. If this turns out to be impossible,
then the dates will be 2-7 October
1972, and the venue Wiesbaden, Fede-
ral Republic of Germany. We will
report on the outcome of this inquiry
in the next issue of Europhysics News.

Concerning the activities of other
Advisory Committees, we note that a
meeting of Editors of Primary Physics
Journals in Europe is scheduled in
Paris on 20, 21 November 1970, organ-
ised jointly by the EPS and Unesco.
The development of Europhysics Jour-
nals will be one of the main topics of
this meeting. :

General Outlook

It was the opinion of many partici-
pants at the Budapest Council Session
that tangible results have been achiev-
ed regarding further development of
the EPS. Although many problems
remain, especially financial ones, we
feel that we have moved into a much
more positive situation. Stabilization is
being achieved, slowly but surely.
Every one of the National Societies
and Academies, Associate Members
and every Individual Ordinary Member
of the EPS, can help in accelerating
this development.

In the name of all who attended the
Budapest Session, E. Rudberg expres-
sed his gratitude to the Eétvés Lorand
Physical Society of Hungary for the
perfect organisation of the meeting.
Budapest will be remembered with
gratitude, not only for the change in
outlook which it produced, but also for
the warmth of its hospitality.



